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On March 8, Uno Mas Uno reported that the henequen industry, which includes cultivation and
production of henequen rope, is undergoing an unprecedented crisis. Since 1964 when the industry
was nationalized and organized under CORDEMEX, annual output has declined from 131,267 metric
tons to 44,000 MT in 1990. Cultivated area has decreased from 190,187 ha. to 98,000 ha. CORDEMEX
revenues in 1990 totaled $32.37 million, making henequen the most important product in Yucatan.
Next in the ranking was iron and steel at $13.163 million, followed by tourism with $214,000, and
ranching at $203,000. Federal subsidies to CORDEMEX over the past 15 years total over $403 million.
The 1989-91 period alone, subsidies are estimated at $25 million. State and federal legislators
have debated privatization of CORDEMEX for the past two years. At present, CORDEMEX plants
are running at 35% of capacity. About 30% of the state's labor force is dependent on henequen,
including between 40,000 and 45,000 producer households, 5,000 persons employed by CORDEMEX
in rope manufacture, and another 5,000 are employed in support services. (Source: Uno Mas Uno,
03/08/91)
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